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Voith to supply complete hydropower equipment for the expansion of 

a pumped storage plant in Thailand 2014-09-19 

 

 Order volume of almost 50 million Euro 

 Manufacturing and installation by Voith Hydro Shanghai 

 

Voith has been awarded a new contract to supply the complete electrome-

chanical equipment for a pumped storage power plant in Thailand. The 

order for the extension of the Lam Ta Khong hydropower plant includes the 

supply of two motor-generators, two 255 MW vertical pump turbines, the 

automation systems as well as the electrical and mechanical balance-of-

plant systems. The contract has been awarded by the Electricity Genera-

tion Authority of Thailand (EGAT) and has a total value of around €50 mil-

lion. Lam Ta Khong is the first pumped storage plant equipped by Voith in 

Southeast Asia and another milestone for the company on this promising 

hydropower market.  

 

The equipment for Lam Ta Khong will be produced at Voith Hydro’s state-

of-the-art manufacturing and engineering facility in Shanghai, China. “As a 

fully localized company in China, Voith Hydro Shanghai is powering most 

of the large hydropower projects in China with industry-leading equipment, 

technology and service,” said Martin Andrä, President of Voith Hydro 

Shanghai. “Our proven track record in China is now also helping drive our 

expansion into the Southeast Asia, home to some of the world’s largest 

untapped hydroelectric resources.“ 

 

The extension project will double the capacity of the pumped storage plant: 

Once completed Lam Ta Khong will have a total capacity of 1000 MW. The 

project is located on the Lam Ta Khong River, a tributary of the Mun River, 

200 km northeast of the capital city of Bangkok. The first phase of the Lam 

Ta Khong pumped storage station with a total capacity of 500 MW was 

initiated in 1995 and completed in 2001.  
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Thailand is aiming at expanding renewable energies and thereby to reduce 

its dependency on energy imports. Today, over 60 percent of primary 

commercial energy demand derives from importation. Oil import took a 

high proportion at 80 percent of the total domestic oil consumption with an 

increasing trend since the country is not capable to increase the domestic 

petroleum production to meet the growing demand. The government there-

fore assigned the Energy Ministry to establish a Renewable and Alternative 

Energy Development Plan to increase the renewable energy production to 

25 percent in 10 years. As a particularly clean, renewable, reliable and 

locally available form of energy, hydropower is well suited to contribute to 

these goals and to support the further development and a more independ-

ent energy system of Thailand. 

 

As the capacity of volatile renewable energy like wind and solar increases, 

the need for balancing plants such as pumped storage becomes stronger. 

Pumped storage is a proven and reliable technology that helps stabilize 

the grid by balancing the flow of power across transmission networks, as 

well as the largest-capacity form of grid energy storage available. 

 

Voith Hydro has more than 100 years of experience in the development, 

design, and manufacturing of pumped storage equipment and up to date 

has delivered more than 200 pumped storage power units to power plants 

across the world. 

 

 
The Importance of Hydropower 

Hydropower is the largest, oldest and also most reliable form of renewable 

energy generation. Worldwide it makes an indispensable contribution to 

stable power supplies and hence to economic and social development – 

both in industrial countries and in emerging markets. At the same time, 

hydropower significantly contributes to climate-protecting energy genera-

tion. Voith has been a leading supplier of this technology since the early 

beginning, and continuously develops it further. 

 
About the Company 

Voith sets standards in the markets energy, oil & gas, paper, raw materials 

and transportation & automotive. Founded in 1867, Voith employs more 

than 43,000 people, generates € 5.7 billion in sales, operates in about 50 

countries around the world and is today one of the biggest family-owned 

companies in Europe.  
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Contact: 
 
Lukas Nemela 
Communications 
Voith Hydro Holding 
Tel. +49 7321 37-6354 
Lukas.Nemela@voith.com  
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