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Start-up of Voith ATMOS tissue machine at Wausau Paper 2013-10-15 

 

 Company increases its premium tissue production by 70,000 t/a  

 Branches out into a wider spectrum of product categories 

 Drives growth in the North American away-from-home segment 

 

An important tissue paper producer in the US, Wausau Paper has begun 

operating its new Voith tissue machine to meet demand in the conventional 

and premium away-from-home products segment. The equipment was 

installed at the company's plant located in Harrodsburg, Kentucky.  

 

The new machine is designed to operate in conventional Crescent Former 

mode and in ATMOS mode and will enable Wausau to increase its 

installed tissue production capacity.  

 

The main highlight of this double-width (5,600 mm) machine supplied by 

Voith is the use of ATMOS technology, which was developed in Voith’s 

Innovation Center in São Paulo, Brazil. This technology enables the 

production of premium and ultra-premium tissue papers using up to 100% 

recycled fiber, and consumes up to 60% less energy when compared to 

similar existing technologies.  

 

Apart from the economies of scale resulting from its energy savings, the 

ATMOS technology also yields high bulk, softness and absorption 

capacity, which are crucial attributes for the premium tissue segment, 

especially in the North American market, where Wausau Paper operates. 

 

For optimum operation in both modes, key fabrics for the new machine are 

supplied by Voith including the forming fabric TissueForm ITY for best 

formation quality and dewatering maximization and all ATMOS-related 

fabrics such as: the AtmosFlex felt AX2, the various AtmosMax designs for 

highest sheet bulk, caliper and absorbency and the AtmosBelt BW2. 
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"Developed in a joint effort with Wausau Paper, this project is very 

important strategically for both companies, since the American market is 

the world's largest premium and ultra-premium tissue and towel paper 

consumer", points out Rogerio Berardi, Global Vice President – Tissue 

Product Management at Voith Paper. The Voith ATMOS technology is also 

present in the tissue mills of CMPC Talagante (Chile), Cascades Candiac 

(Canada), as well as of a tissue producer in Europe.  

 

In addition to the ATMOS technology, Wausau Paper's tissue machine is 

fitted with the most advanced technologies that Voith offers for the tissue 

market. It includes the complete stock preparation with the new 

IntensaPulper and the new Pluralis refiner disc for less energy 

consumption. For the tissue machine Voith delivered a MasterJet Pro T 

one-layer headbox with the ModuleJet automatic dilution system, a cast-

iron Yankee with an 18 ft. (5.4 m) diameter, and a high performance hood 

to withstand temperatures of up to 510 °C.  

 

Also included was the complete automation system including MCS, DCS 

and QCS, a complete vacuum system, the EcoChange and MasterCut reel 

spool change and web cutting systems, as well as the MasterReel with 

independent primary and secondary arms operation for optimum premium 

tissue paper reeling. 

 

Further information is available on the Voith website at 

www.voith.com/paper. Voith Paper is also on Twitter and YouTube. 

  

Voith Paper is a division of the Voith Group and the leading partner to and 

pioneer in the paper industry. Through constant innovations, Voith Paper is 

optimizing the paper manufacturing process, focusing on developing 

resource-saving products to reduce the use of energy, water, and fibers. 

Furthermore, Voith Paper offers a broad service portfolio for all sections of 

the paper manufacturing process. 

 

Voith sets standards in the markets energy, oil & gas, paper, raw materials 

and transportation & automotive. Founded in 1867, Voith employs almost 

42,000 people, generates € 5.7 billion in sales, operates in about 50 

countries around the world and is today one of the biggest family-owned 

companies in Europe. 

 

 

http://voith.com/paper
https://twitter.com/Voith_Paper
http://www.youtube.com/user/VoithPaperEN
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Contact: 

Julia Bachmeier 

Head of Public & Media Relations 

Tel. +49 7321 37-3858 

julia.bachmeier@voith.com  


