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Voith Awarded Contract for Upgrading Priest Rapids Dam in  

Washington, USA 2014-09-16 

 

 Voith will rehabilitate the turbines in the 10-unit powerhouse located on the 

Columbia River over the next decade 

 

HEIDENHEIM. Voith Hydro has been awarded the contract to rehabilitate 

and upgrade the turbines in the 10-unit powerhouse at Grant County 

(Washington) Public Utility District’s (PUD) Priest Rapids Dam on the 

Columbia River. Installation of the upgraded vertical Kaplan turbines, with 

a majority of the rehab work being performed at Voith’s York, Pennsylvania 

facility, will span 10 years starting in 2016, with one unit upgraded per 

year. Voith performed extensive model testing over the past several years, 

culminating in a successful customer witness test in Lausanne, Switzerland 

in June 2013. Each turbine is rated at approximately 100 MW. 

 

“Voith is excited to work with Grant County PUD on turbine upgrades at the 

Priest Rapids Dam over the next decade,” said Kevin Frank, President and 

CEO of Voith Hydro York, USA. “With these improvements, Priest Rapids 

will continue to serve Grant County PUD customers for many decades to 

come and continue the Pacific Northwest’s leadership in generating the 

abundant, clean, and low-cost hydropower that provides energy to 

hundreds of thousands of homes and businesses in the region.”  

 

Cavitation free performance and stringent fish passage criteria were critical 

components for the final awarded design of the turbine. With the award of 

the Priest Rapids contract, Voith is once again modernizing components of 

a hydropower plant on the Columbia River; the company recently 

completed the final turbine upgrade at the 10-unit Wanapum Dam, which is 

immediately upstream from Priest Rapids. 
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About the Company 

Voith sets standards in the markets energy, oil & gas, paper, raw materials 

and transportation & automotive. Founded in 1867, Voith employs more 

than 43,000 people, generates € 5.7 billion in sales, operates in about 50 

countries around the world and is today one of the biggest family-owned 

companies in Europe.  

 
The Importance of Hydropower 

Hydropower is the largest, oldest and also most reliable form of renewable 

energy generation. Worldwide it makes an indispensable contribution to 

stable power supplies and hence to economic and social development - 

both in industrial countries and in emerging markets. At the same time, 

hydropower significantly contributes to climate-protecting energy genera-

tion. Voith has been a leading supplier of this technology since the early 

beginning, and continuously develops it further. 
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