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From now on, Voith Hydro will manage the small hydro portfolio 
of its subsidiary Kössler under the name Voith 
 

• Strategic realignment of small hydro segment 
• Core competencies in the small hydro segment, from development to 

service, to be combined in the Small Hydro Division 
• Voith Hydro merges European subsidiaries 
 
HEIDENHEIM, Germany. Small hydro specialist Kössler has been a fully-
owned subsidiary of Voith since January 1, 2008. From now on the Aus-
trian company will officially use the name of its parent company. On Janu-
ary 1, 2020, Voith Hydro integrated the Austrian company Kössler AG into 
the Small Hydro Division of Voith Hydro GmbH & Co. KG in St. Poelten, 
Austria to strategically expand the small hydro market.  
 
Regional merger also strengthens Small Hydro Division 
To effectively leverage the expertise of all European plants for projects and 
customers all over Europe, Voith Hydro recently merged them as Voith na-
tional subsidiaries into Voith Hydro Europe. As part of this process Kössler 
was integrated into the Small Hydro Division. The core expertise of Kössler 
as a small hydro specialist will continue to be an ideal complement to the 
company’s portfolio in the small hydro segment up to 15 MW. From now on 
it will operate under the name Voith; the integration of the companies under 
company law will not affect the company’s business operations. Everything 
that the name Kössler stands for, including the same high quality, will re-
main unchanged.  
 
“We are confident that this regional focus will allow us to become more ef-
fective and dynamic, while maintaining the customer focus that is one of 
our strengths,” explains Dr. Leopold Heninger, CEO of Voith Hydro Europe. 
“This puts us in the position of being able to serve our Hydro customers 
worldwide even better with our attractive solutions.” 
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Technological center of expertise for small hydro 
Kössler has been part of the Voith Group since 2008, a partnership that 
since then has benefited both sides. The growing demand for renewable 
energies gave the company the opportunity to develop new technologies. 
One example is the use of Kaplan bulb turbines with internal generators in 
the Small Hydro segment, an innovation from the Austrian center of 
expertise. The StreamDiver is also one of a number of innovations from the 
company’s facilities in St. Georgen am Steinfeld, Austria. 
In future it is planned to further expand the role of the small hydro specialist 
as a technological center of expertise for the Small Hydro Division within 
the Voith Group. The basis for this is extremely good, because the com-
pany from St. Georgen am Steinfeld brings together under one roof all the 
core competencies, from turbine and model development to design and 
fabrication to after-market service, and underpins all this with more than 90 
years of experience in the field.  
 
Considerable small hydro potential around the globe 
Hydropower makes an indispensable contribution to a stable power supply 
and thus to economic and social development – in industrialized countries 
and also in regions seeing strong growth. However, most of the existing 
dams worldwide are so far not being used for small hydropower. This is de-
spite the fact that especially in mountainous, remote and water-rich re-
gions, small hydropower plants are an ideal solution for a stable, decentral-
ized power supply from renewable energies. They also offer other benefits, 
like a shorter investment gestation period of two to three years and lower 
investment cost. Small hydro plants are easier to build and commission be-
cause their design is less complex. Generally, they can be installed with 
very little impact on the immediate environment, as most facilities are real-
ized as run-of-water power plants. What is more, small hydro plants have 
the highest efficiency, around 90 percent, compared with other forms of re-
newable energy generation - and they make an important contribution to 
grid stability. 

About the Voith Group 
The Voith Group is a global technology company. With its broad portfolio of 
systems, products, services and digital applications, Voith sets standards in 
the markets of energy, oil & gas, paper, raw materials and transport & 
automotive. Founded in 1867, the company today has more than 19,000 
employees, sales of € 4.3 billion and locations in over 60 countries 
worldwide and is thus one of the larger family-owned companies in Europe. 

The Group Division Voith Hydro is part of the Voith Group and a leading 
full-line supplier as well as trusted partner for equipping hydropower plants. 
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Voith develops customized, long-term solutions and services for large and 
small hydro plants all over the world. Its portfolio of products and services 
covers the entire life cycle and all major components for large and small 
hydro plants, from generators, turbines, pumps and automation systems, 
right through to spare parts, maintenance and training services, and digital 
solutions for intelligent hydropower. 

 

 
Caption: The location in St. Georgen am Steinfeld, Austria. 

Contact: 

Teresa Krieger 
Manager Market Communication EMEA 
Key Contact Voith Hydro  
Tel. +49 7321 37-2209 
Teresa.Krieger@voith.com 
 
 

Twitter 

https://twitter.com/voithgroup  

https://twitter.com/voith_hydro  

https://twitter.com/voith_paper  

https://twitter.com/voith_turbo 

https://twitter.com/Voith_Digital 

https://twitter.com/Voith_Career  

LinkedIn 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voithgroup 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-hydro  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-turbo  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-paper 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-digital 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-robotics  

YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/VoithGroup 

Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/voithgroup/  

 


