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Voith employee inducted into Paper Industry International Hall 

of Fame 

 

APPLETON, Wisconsin. On June 19, 2024, Christian Schiel, a former 

Voith employee, was posthumously inducted into the Paper Industry 

International Hall of Fame (PIIHOF) in recognition of his many innovative 

developments that contributed greatly to modern paper machine designs. 

The award was accepted by Michael MacGregor, a former colleague of 

Schiel and a co-sponsor of the award nomination, during a presentation at 

the Wisconsin Paper Council’s annual meeting in Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

 

Since 1992, the PIIHOF has honored and recognized more than 140 giants 

in the paper industry from around the world, including Johann Matthaeus 

Voith and Dr. Herbert Ortner, a former Voith employee. 

 

“During his lifetime, Christian Schiel was an extraordinarily gifted inventor 

and innovator of papermaking technology,” said Ron Crotogino, who is 

also a previous colleague of Schiel and nominated him for the award. 

“Seeing his innovations come to life in a production machine was the only 

reward Christian ever sought. Today’s formal induction to the Hall of Fame 

is an outstanding recognition of the innovations made by this remarkable 

man.”  

 

Schiel built his career by completing a three-year apprenticeship as a 

millwright, and ultimately earned a degree in mechanical engineering from 

Oskar von Miller Polytechnikum in Munich, Germany in 1954. He then 

began working for Voith in Heidenheim, Germany, as a Design and 

Planning Engineer. During his career, he also spent five years in North 

America working at the Powell River Company in British Columbia, Canada 

and the Mead Corporation in Chillicothe, Ohio. Upon returning to Voith in 

1962, Schiel embarked on a productive career centered on pioneering 

advancements. Throughout most of his career, Schiel was employed as 

the Chief Development Engineer for papermaking technology at Voith in 

Heidenheim, Germany.  
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Over the years, Schiel was named as inventor or co-inventor on 149 U.S. 
patents and a number of additional patents in other jurisdictions. His most 
impactful innovations include the fabric press; fabric covered press rolls; 
the technology to manufacture suitable press sleeves; flexible-nip presses; 
the technologies for the manufacture of flexible roll sleeves; numerous 
compact press configurations that took full advantage of new press 
designs; and a series of forming devices based on the roll-forming 
concepts for the manufacture of a broad range of paper grades. 

“Christian was key in the development of many Voith Paper machine 
technologies and designs that are in use today,” said Rob Crossman, 
President, Products & Services North America, Voith Paper. “We thank the 
Paper Industry International Hall of Fame for honoring the life and 
contributions of a colleague who has made such an important impact on 
our industry.”  

About the Voith Group 

The Voith Group is a global technology company. With its broad portfolio of 

systems, products, services and digital applications, Voith sets standards 

in the markets of energy, paper, raw materials and transport & automotive. 

Founded in 1867, the company today has around 22,000 employees, sales 

of € 5.5 billion and locations in over 60 countries worldwide and is thus one 

of the larger family-owned companies in Europe. 

 

The Group Division Voith Paper is part of the Voith Group. As the full-line 

supplier to the paper industry, it provides the largest range of technologies, 

services and products on the market, and offers paper manufacturers 

integrated solutions from one source. The company’s continuous stream of 

innovations facilitates resource-conserving production and helps 

customers minimize their carbon footprint. With its comprehensive 

automation products and leading digitalization solutions from the 

Papermaking 4.0 portfolio, Voith offers its customers state-of-the-art digital 

technologies to improve plant availability and efficiency for all sections of 

the production process. 

 

About the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame 
The Paper Industry International Hall of Fame, Inc., (PIIHOF) is a nonprofit 
organization that recognizes people who have made preeminent 
contributions to the paper industry worldwide by inducting them into the 
Paper Industry International Hall of Fame. The PIIHOF is the only one of its 
kind in the world and was created to foster a greater understanding of the 
paper industry - its values, heritage, and influence on the public’s quality of 
life. The PIIHOF is located at the Atlas Science Center in Appleton, Wis. 
Learn more here: https://www.paperhall.org/  

 

https://www.paperhall.org/
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Christian Schiel, a former Voith employee, was posthumously inducted into the 
Paper Industry International Hall of Fame (PIIHOF) in recognition of his many 
innovative developments that contributed greatly to modern paper machine 
designs. The award was accepted by Michael MacGregor, a former colleague of 
Schiel and a co-sponsor of the award nomination. (From left to right: Dan 
Clarahan, Atlas Science Center Board of Director President and Paper Industry 
International Hall of Fame Selection Committee, and Michael MacGregor, former 
colleague of Schiel and a co-sponsor of the award nomination.) 

 

Contact 

Julia Schaefer 

Manager Global Communications Voith Paper 

Tel. +49 7321 37 6995  

Julia.Schaefer@voith.com  

 

 

 

LinkedIn 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voithgroup  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-hydro  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-paper  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-turbo 

 

YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/voithgroup 

Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/voithgroup  

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/VoithGlobal 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-hydro
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